BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 21, 2025
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 21, 2025

Present:  
Commissioners:  Fazio, Quigley, McFadzen, Fontana & Paccione

District Secretary:  Nancy McFadzen


District Treasurer:  Sean Flanagan 
District Manager:  Andrew Spiler


Public attendance:

Chief Purrazzella

1st Asst. Chief Ciaccio

3rd Asst. Chief Simoes
Department President John Bicocchi

Larry Sloan

Joe Valvana (arrived later)
Meeting opened at 8:05 p.m. by Chairman, Commissioner Fazio
Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence observed.  
Minutes of the 1/7/25 Organizational Meeting:  MMS TM/SF and unanimously approved.

Minutes of the 12/17/24 District Meeting:  MMS SF/TM and unanimously approved.  
Treasurers Report:  MMS TM/SF and unanimously approved.  District Treasurer Flanagan advised the Board that he will be sending the financials/cash balances to the Board via email right before the next meeting.  He also advised that the auditors were here last week for the testing phase of the audit.  All looks good – there was just one issue wherein the Treasurer did not transfer monies back to an account, but he rectified same and it is corrected (just an oversight).  The Treasurer is also investigating the interest rates for NYCLASS.  Commissioner Fazio on behalf of the Board acknowledged that the Treasurer has done a great job with renewing the CDs for the District.
The next Chiefs and Commissioner’s workshop has been rescheduled from February 18, 2025 to February 25, 2025.  The Secretary will post the necessary notices in the paper and posting locations.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Commissioner McFadzen:  None.
Commissioner Fontana:  None.

Commissioner Paccione:  None.

Commissioner Quigley:  None.

Commissioner Fazio:  None.

OLD BUSINESS:

Commissioner McFadzen:  None.

Commissioner Fontana:  None.

MMS PP/TM and unanimously approved to purchase 3 steps for 2-11-14 (as previously discussed) for the amount of $2,500.00.

Commissioner Quigley:  None.

Commissioner Fazio:  None.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Commissioner McFadzen reported that he received a letter from Goldstein, Rubinton, et al., Esqs., regarding a Zoning Board hearing to eliminate parking spots at the northeast corner of 1929-1945 Jericho Turnpike & Elwood Road.  Commissioner McFadzen will leave the information for Fire Marshal Digiose and have him look into this matter.
Commissioner McFadzen reported that the construction work on the Chief’s Offices has started and all work will be done in-house with the exception of replacing the windows.

MMS TM/PF and unanimously approved by Permissive Referendum to expend from the Reserve Fund for Property & Construction, a sum not to exceed $40,000.00 for the purpose of replacing the windows in the Chief’s Offices.  (Referendum No. 0125-01).  
MMS SF/TM and unanimously approved to renew the 2025 Wireless Links Service Agreement with Source One Wireless and Leasing for the amount of $1,100.00/month.

MMS SF/TM and unanimously approved to renew the 2025 Managed Services Agreement with SJC Computing for the amount of $375.00/month.

MMS SF/TM and unanimously approved to renew the 2025 Managed Website Services Agreement with SJC Computing for the amount of $125.00/month.

Commissioner Paccione:  None.

Commissioner Quigley reported he received information from McNeil & Co. regarding increasing the value of some of the District’s apparatus.  Commissioner Quigley, on behalf of the Board, will not being changing the value of the apparatus.

Commissioner Fazio congratulated Commissioner Paccione on his re-election.

Commissioner Fazio advised that he would like the Board to invite local politicians to the 2025 Installation Dinner.  All Commissioners agreed.

NEW BUSINESS:

Commissioner McFadzen:  None.

Commissioner Fontana reported he received correspondence from T-Mobile regarding the possibility of putting a generator at Station #2 where its antenna is located.  

Commissioner Fazio suggested that the District into installing is own generator at that location and charge the cell phone companies for the generator use.  District Manager Spiler will investigate this further and get back to the Board.

MMS PP/SF and unanimously approved the purchase 4 C.O. Meters for the amount of $4,570.00.
MMS PP/TM and unanimously approved to purchase a highrise lightbar for the Fire Police vehicle in the amount of $4,535.00.

MMS PP/TM and unanimously approved by Permissive Referendum to expend from the Reserve Fund for Apparatus & Equipment, a sum not to exceed $90,000.00 for the purpose of purchasing a new vehicle for the District’s Fire Marshal.  (Referendum No. 0125-02).  
Commissioner Quigley:  None.

Commissioner Fazio advised that the following members will be attending the FDTN Training in Indy April 4-10, 2025 (J. Digiose; C. Charres; B/ Gruner; J. Bicocchi; R. Sampson; E. Rolla; M. Kilfoyle & B. Wieck) and the 2025 FDIC Conference in Indy April 9-13, 2025:  (J. Digiose; C. Charres; B. Gruner (one day); E. Rolla (one day); M. Kilfoyle (one day); L. Schneckenburger; D. Pickwick; J. Muilenburg; T. Scutellaro and K. Keane.
CHIEF’S REQUESTS:
1.
The Chief’s office requests permission for use of the Lounge on 2/7/25

for Training Committee Dinner.

Unanimously approved.

2.
The Chief’s office requests funding for Company Patches for Class A Uniforms.


MMS PP/TM and unanimously approved to buy Company patches for Class A uniforms.

3.
The Chief’s office requests permission for of the Lounge and Metting room for Super Bowl Party on February 8, 2025.


MMS PP/TM and unanimously approved for use of the Lounge and meeting room for Superbowl party on 2/8/25.


4.
Company 1 requests to change the traffic light out front to blink yellow agarin.


Request was previously approved and the District is waiting for the Statre to change the lights to flashing.

5.
Company 4 requests permission to hold its annual Smoke & Smoke Fundraiser on June 7, 2025 in the park.


MMS PP/TM and unanimously approved for Company 4 to hold its annual Smoke & Smoke fundraiser on June 7, 2025 in the park.

6.
Company 4 requests that the district trim back the overhanging branches at Station #4.  Branches are falling and damaging member’s cars.


Unanimously approved.  The District Manager will obtain prices.

7.
Company 4 requests that electric be run on 2-11-14 for radio bank charger, charger for Milwaukee tools and streamlight charger.


MMS PP/SF and unanimously approved to have electric run on 2-11-14 for radio bank charger.

8.
Company 4 requests an additional portable charger for 2-11-14 to be used by the Officer for Command and Mutual Aid Channels.


Request tabled pending more information. 

9.
Company 4 requests two (2) additional Thermal Imaging Cameras.  One each for the outside vent position for 2-11-4 and 2-11-14.


MMS PP/TM and unanimously approved to purchase 5 small cameras for the amount of $1,000.00/each.  

Add-ons:

1.
Request to have a sign-in voucher for the 2025 Fire Expo 1/31 – 2/2/25.  The 

cost is $25.00/member.

MMS PP/SF and unanimously approved.

2.
Request permission for attendance at the Kings Park St. Patrick’s Day Parade on 


March 1, 2025 and attendance at Huntington St. Patrick’s Day Parade on March 

9, 2025.


Unanimously approved for attendance at both parades.

Follow-ups:

1.
On-Star for Chiefs vehicles.

2.
Tow chains for 2-11-10.

3.
Radios and charger for 2-11-9.  Approved.

3.
Additional warning lights for 2-11-18.  Approved pending what lights Fire Police 

would like added to the vehicle.

4.
Window tinting for Company 4 apparatus.

FYI:

1.
Chiefs Order PP-25-01

2.
Chiefs Order PP-25-02

3.
FF Ottaviano has rectified his suspended license issue.

SUBMITTED FOR INFORMATION ONLY:
1.
Active Membership list.


Information received by Board.

2.
Inventory list.


Information received by Board.

3.
Length of Service Award (“LOSAP”) monthly list for December 2024.

4.
Length of Service Award (“LOSAP”) YTD totals for 2025.

DISTRICT MANAGER’S REQUESTS:

None. 
RESOLUTIONS:

MMS TM/SF and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 196 -Board Approval of 2024 Certified Points.

At this point in the meeting, Joe Valvana addressed the Board with regard to one of the Commissioner’s use of a District’s vehicle with the lights on (he had addressed the Board in November 2024 regarding this matter) Mr. Valvana wanted to know “what the Board did about it?”  Commissioner Paccione advised Mr. Valvana that they met and discussed this matter as a Board and although Commissioner McFadzen was allowed to use the vehicle, he acknowledged that he made a bad judgment call with having the lights on and apologized to the Board and said that it would not happen again.  Mr. Valvana’s response was “ok.”  Mr. Valvana also stated that “if this was a member, he/she would have been suspended or dismissed.”  Commissioner Paccione stated that the Board does not have the authority to remove a Commissioner, only the State does.  He then addressed the Board again asking that if this happens again will any further action be taken? Commissioner Fazio stated that if this happens again, further action will be taken.

WARRANTS AND PAYMENTS:

Whereupon, the Treasurer presented 1 warrants (GF1-012125) dated January 21, 2025, and that 35 checks were written in the amount of $57,195.89.  MMS PF/JQ and unanimously approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners, after having same presented for payment and finding them to be correct, now direct the District Treasurer to pay same.  The “W & C Journal – Summary Page for Account GF Checking” is annexed hereto and made a part of these minutes. 

MMS PF/JQ and unanimously approved that 1 warrant (GF1(a)012125) with the following 42 checks in the amount of $340,839.56 were paid within the month as allowed by Town Law §176(4-a).  Summary Page for Account “GF Checking” is annexed hereto and made a part of these minutes.

MMS PF/JQ and unanimously approved that employee’s payroll (PAY-012125) in the amount of $49,650.03 was paid within the month as allowed by Town Law §176(4-a). Summary Page for Account “PR Checking” is annexed hereto and made a part of these minutes.

Meeting adjourned by Commissioner Fazio at 9:00 p.m.


Respectfully submitted:

Nancy McFadzen, Secretary 
*MMS – MOTION MADE AND SECONDED; *PF – COMM. PATRICK FAZIO; *JQ – COMM. JEROME QUIGLEY; *TM – COMM. THOMAS McFADZEN; *SF – COMM. STEVEN FONTANA;*PP – COMM. PETE PACCIONE
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