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BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING

APRIL 21, 2026

Present:  
Commissioners:  Quigley, McFadzen, Fontana, Paccione & Fazio 

District Secretary:  Nancy McFadzen


District Treasurer:  Sean Flanagan

Public attendance:



Chief Purrazzella


1st Asst. Chief Ciaccio



2nd Asst. Chief Zdazenski



3rd Asst. Chief Simoes



Joseph Bicocchi

Robert Munson



David Pickwick

Meeting opened at 8:03 p.m. by Chairman, Commissioner Quigley.  
Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence observed.

Minutes of the 3/24/26 District Meeting:  MMS JQ/SF and unanimously approved.  
Treasurers Report:  The Treasurer advised the Board that after looking into other banks for the District that Flagstar Bank has no fees and has comparable CD rates, but to move all our banking from TD Bank to Flagstar would be a hassle.  Commissioner Fazio advised that the District would continue to use TD Bank.  Treasurer Flanagan also stated that he will move the due date of the TD Bank Visa card to the end of the month so it can be approved at the meeting and paid thus avoiding late charges.  He also reported the District is receiving good rates with NY Class.
The Treasurer also advised that the District’s LOSAP account is fully funded thus reducing the annual contribution.  As per the Board, the District will not reduce the contribution into the LOSAP account – it will remain the same to continue to keep it up to date with funding.

Treasurers Report:  MMS JQ/TM and unanimously approved.  
The next Chiefs and Commissioner’s workshop has been scheduled to May 19, at 7:30 p.m.
CORRESPONDENCE:

Commissioner McFadzen:  None.

Commissioner Fontana:  None.

Commissioner Fazio:  None.

Commissioner Paccione:  None.

Commissioner Quigley:  None.

OLD BUSINESS:

Commissioner McFadzen:  None.

Commissioner Fontana:  None.

Commissioner Fazio:  None.

Commissioner Paccione:  None.

Commissioner Quigley reported that the 400 hydrant flags needed to cover the rest of the District should be delivered soon.  Commissioner Quigley also advised he was looking into putting hydrant flags on hydrants in all parking lots as well.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Commissioner McFadzen reported that the concrete work at Station #2 has been completed (pictures are in the file) by Lona & Sons.  Now that the job is done, Lona will be removing all of its equipment by the weekend.  As per my approval, they had left the equipment on the premises until the job was completed.

Commissioner McFadzen reported that any additional work to correct the water coming in the basement at Station #2 has been put on hold as Commissioner Fazio suggested and Commissioner McFadzen agreed, we will try one step at a time and see if the installed drain works before moving forward with doing anything with the patio.  Following a major cleanup at the Station, an additional drain was discovered after the removal of a bus used for training. We were unaware of the drain located beneath the bus; however, it was promptly repaired to prevent any potential issues, including the risk of collapse.

After Commissioner Fazio, DM Spiler, and I inspected the concrete issue at the driveway apron at Station #3, Commissioner Fazio and I agreed that the condition requires immediate repair, as the drain is collapsing.
MMS TM/JQ and unanimously approved that upon receipt of quotes for the emergency repair of the concrete apron and minor work around the flagpole at Station #3, the District has awarded the project to Dicor Construction, whose quote was the lowest at $33,475.00.
Commissioner McFadzen advised the Board that he would like all Commissioners to meet at Station #4 on Thursday, April 23rd, at 5:00 p.m. to discuss potential ideas for upgrading the building and parking lot at the Station.

Commissioner McFadzen reported that he is still awaiting contact from the engineer, whom Commissioner Fazio stated last month would reach out to discuss buildings grading, drainage, and related parking lot issues at no cost to the District.

Commissioner McFadzen advised that any questions, problems, or concerns regarding buildings or grounds should be directed to him by phone call or text, rather than being discussed with the membership or any other individuals.
Commissioner Fontana:  None.

Commissioner Fazio commended the Chief’s office and membership on a great job they all did at the working fire on Commack Road last week.

Commissioner Paccione also commended the Chief’s office and membership on an excellent job at the Commack Road fire and the Brentwood fire.  He also advised that there were no injuries except for 3 very minor that were evaluated and released by CVAC at the scene and they went right back to battling the fire on Commack Road.

Commissioner Quigley, as well as the rest of the Board concur with Commissioner Paccione and Commissioner Fazio’s above statements.

NEW BUSINESS:

Commissioner McFadzen advised that a few of the packs failed at the 24 to Brentwood the other day.
Commissioner Paccione continued the report from here regarding the failed packs. He indicated that the failure involved the shoulder straps on the packs, which constitutes a serious safety issue and must be addressed immediately to ensure the welfare of our members.  Commissioner Paccione has spoken with Billy Wieck, who advised that he is actively managing the situation with MES and that they have been in contact with Scott. Our MES representative is bringing the failed packs to Scott for inspection and evaluation.  Commissioner Paccione will provide the Board with an update as soon as additional information becomes available.
Commissioner Fontana:  None.


Commissioner Fazio:  None.


Commissioner Quigley:  None.

CHIEF’S REQUESTS:
1.  
Company 1 respectfully requests the purchase of the following items to create a permanent 4:1 rope system:


-(2) pieces mini double-swivel pulleys;


-200’ rope and bag;


-(4) pieces over-sized carabiners.


MMS PP/TM and unanimously approved to purchase the above for the 

amount of $736.00.
2.
Company 1 respectfully requests the purchase of the following items for rescue operations using the stokes basket:


-pre-set patient straps (in place of traditional diamond lashing);


-pre-set horizontal bridle for stokes basket.


MMS PP/TM and unanimously approved to purchase the above for the 

amount of $270.00.
3.
Company 1 respectfully requests the relocation of the Federal Q siren located currently underneath the cab to be moved to the front bumper of the truck.


Request denied.
4.
Company 3 respectfully requests that the District expand the parking lot at the South East corner of the property.


Request is tabled pending further investigation by the Board.

5. 
Company 4 respectfully requests that the District cover the entry fee for the Chuck Varese Jolt Tournament on May 9, 2026 in Northport, NY.


Request approved - the Board approved to pay 3 entry fees at the February 26, 2026 meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE:

1.
Effective 4/1/26 firefighters Carl Olsen and Jonathan McCarthy have lost their privileges for failure to abide by the Company policy regarding yearly quota.


MMS PP/TM that the Board concurs with the Chief’s findings.

2.
Probationary FF Chris Varous has met all requirements and has exceeded expectations as a probationary firefighter and has been promoted to Firefighter as of April 13,. 2026.


MMS PP/TM that the Board concurs with the Chief’s findings.

Add-Ons:

1.
Company 3 requests that FF Matthew Stanco and Pasquale Ottaviano participate 

in the Huntington Fire Department 5 Year and Under Competition at the cost of

$300.00.

MMS PP/TM and unanimously approved to have FF Stanco and 

Ottaviano participate in the Huntington Fire Department 5 Year and Under Competition for the cost of $300.00.

SUBMITTED FOR INFORMATION ONLY:
1.
Active Membership list.


Information received by Board.

2.
Inventory list.


Information received by Board.

3.
Length of Service Award (“LOSAP”) monthly list for March 2026.

4.
Length of Service Award (“LOSAP”) YTD totals for 2026.

DISTRICT MANAGER’S REQUESTS:  

None.
RESOLUTIONS:  
None.
At this point in the meeting, President Bicocchi asked to address the Board (he was on the agenda last month but was unable to attend due to work so the Board extended the courtesy of allowing him to speak at tonight’s meeting).  President Bicocchi has requested that the Board look into extending the LOSAP years of earning from 40 years of service to 50 years of service.  The Board has agreed that it will investigate further.  The Secretary will contact Tony Hill at Firefly to obtain what the cost and procedure is for extending the earning years to 50 years.  The Board is aware this will need to go out to a public vote.


President Bicocchi asked what the procedure is for a member to go for a calcium score test when directed by Dr. Folan.  He advised he went for the test a few months ago and the St. Catherine Diagnostic Imaging billed his personal insurance (he now has an outstanding balance of $85.69) when they should have billed Sound Medical who would bill the District (this is as per the Board approving the calcium score test for qualified members after meeting with Dr. Folan at the October 21, 2025 meeting).  The Secretary will reach out to Dr. Folan’s office to find out why John’s private health insurance was billed instead of Sound.  


President Bicocchi thanked the Board for its time and considerations.

WARRANTS AND PAYMENTS:

Whereupon, the Treasurer presented 1 warrant (GF1-042126) dated April 21, 202, and that 32 checks were written in the amount of $74,376.06.  MMS JQ/SF and unanimously approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners, after having same presented for payment and finding them to be correct, now direct the District Treasurer to pay same.  The “W & C Journal – Summary Page for Account GF Checking” is annexed hereto and made a part of these minutes. 

MMS JQ/SF and unanimously approved that 1 warrant (GF1(a)042126) with the following 36 checks in the amount of $163,066.03 were paid within the month as allowed by Town Law §176(4-a).  Summary Page for Account “GF Checking” is annexed hereto and made a part of these minutes.

MMS JQ/SF and unanimously approved that 1 warrant (P&C042126) with the following 1 check in the amount of $2,800.00 was paid on April 21, 2026.
MMS JQ/SF and unanimously approved that employee’s payroll (PAY-042126) in the amount of $110,671.59 was paid within the month as allowed by Town aw §176(4-a). Summary Page for Account “PR Checking” is annexed hereto and made a part of these minutes.

Meeting adjourned by Commissioner Quigley at 9:30  p.m.


Respectfully submitted:

Nancy McFadzen, Secretary 
*MMS – MOTION MADE AND SECONDED; *PF – COMM. PATRICK FAZIO; *JQ – COMM. JEROME QUIGLEY; *TM – COMM. THOMAS McFADZEN; *SF – COMM. STEVEN FONTANA;*PP – COMM. PETE PACCIONE
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